Assessor & Electoral Registration Officer for
Grampian Valuation Joint Board

INFORMATION FOR APPLICANTS

Introduction
The Grampian Valuation Joint Board is a public body that exists to provide the local taxation
service to the three councils within the Grampian area (Aberdeen City, Aberdeenshire and
Moray). It employs the Assessor and his staff in terms of the Valuation Joint Boards (Scotland)
Order 1995.
The Assessor & Electoral Registration Officer aims to provide services of the highest quality for
the people of Aberdeen, Aberdeenshire and Moray and believes that the key to achieving this is
to have an efficient organisation employing well-trained people.
These notes are intended to outline the main aspects of employment with the Board. They are
intended to inform and assist applicants, but you should note that they are guidance notes only: a
definitive statement on any particular aspect may be obtained from Personnel Services at Moray
Council if required. Moray Council Personnel Services provide support to the Grampian Assessor
and the Board and can be contacted at Council Office, High Street, Elgin, IV30 1BX, Telephone
01343 563000.

Completion of the Application Form
a)

YOUR APPLICATION MUST BE ON THE OFFICIAL APPLICATION FORM ISSUED WITH
THESE NOTES. YOU MAY ADD FURTHER SHEETS OF INFORMATION IF REQUIRED
BUT PLEASE DO NOT ATTACH A CV.

b)

The application form should be returned by email to assessor@grampian-vjb.gov.uk or by
post to ‘Grampian Assessor, Woodhill House, Westburn Road, Aberdeen, AB16 5GE’.
Please mark your envelope “Application – In Confidence”. To ensure that your application is
considered, please return it by the closing date as stated in the advertisement. Please read
the Job Description and other material carefully. Applicants will be shortlisted in relation to
the essential and desirable criteria as stated in the Person Specification.

c)

Applications will be shortlisted solely on the basis of information provided by applicants on
their application form, accompanying sheets and references. Members of selection panels
are not permitted to make assumptions about you or to take account of any personal
knowledge they may have about your qualifications or experience. Therefore, please
complete the application form fully, yet concisely.

References
All candidates are required to provide details of referees who can provide references covering the
previous 3 years of employment. One of these must be your present or most recent employer,
where relevant. References will only be taken up for candidates shortlisted for interview. It will be
assumed that it is in order to approach your referees without further consultation unless indicated
on the application form as instructed.

Where a referee is not a current or past employer, please indicate the capacity in which they can
give a reference (e.g. friend, school teacher, minister of religion, etc).

Education and Qualifications
If you are applying for a post that has a requirement for specific qualification(s), any offer of
appointment will be subject to you providing evidence of such qualification(s).

Canvassing
Canvassing of Assessor’s personnel or members / officers of the Board directly or indirectly in
connection with an appointment shall result in the candidate being disqualified. This means that
you should not in any way try to influence anybody that may be connected with the shortlisting or
interviewing of the post.

Declaration
You are asked to sign a declaration on the application form that the information provided is true
and complete to the best of your knowledge and belief. If you are appointed and it is
subsequently discovered that you have made a false statement on the application form, the
Grampian Assessor reserves the right to terminate your employment.

Equal Opportunities in Employment
All employees and applicants for employment will be given equal opportunity in recruitment, in
training and promotion to more senior posts, irrespective of age, race, colour, sex, marital status,
political or religious belief or disability. Selection decisions will be based solely on objective
criteria related to the requirements of the position. All applicants with a disability who meet the
essential criteria for the job vacancy will be offered an interview.

Asylum & Immigration Act 1996
Employers must ensure, under Section 8 of the Asylum & Immigration Act (1996), that any
prospective employee is legally entitled to live and work in the UK. Applicants will be required to
provide documentary evidence, at the interview stage, in the form of a Passport or National
Insurance number (e.g. P45, P60) and full birth certificate. If you do not have a National
Insurance number but you are entitled to live and work in the UK, you will be asked to supply
documentary evidence to support this. If you have any queries, please contact the person named
in the advertisement as the contact for the post for which you are applying.

Complaints Procedure
If you feel your application has been unfairly treated, you can write to the Grampian Assessor,
Woodhill House, Westburn Road, Aberdeen, AB16 5GE, explaining the nature of your complaint.
A complaint form is available on the website www.grampian-vjb.gov.uk. Your complaint will be
investigated and a reply sent to you.

OUTLINE OF GENERAL CONDITIONS OF SERVICE
Salary Grades
The Board completed a job evaluation exercise affecting all posts below Depute level in
October 2006. (Senior posts were evaluated previously.) Revised salary grades have been
agreed for all posts and arrangements in relation to career grade schemes for professional and
technical posts have also been implemented. Fuller details will be discussed at interview as
required.

Hours
Normal full-time hours of work, excluding meal breaks, are 36¼ per week from Monday to
Friday inclusive. Starting and finishing times each day are determined by establishments
according to local arrangements and the requirements of the service.
All offices operate the Flexible Working Hours Scheme on the joint principle that staff may
adjust their time of starting and finishing work within defined limits and also that the service to
the public is maintained at all times to the highest standard. Offices in Banff and Elgin close at
4.00pm every Friday.

Holiday Entitlements
The leave year runs from 1 January to 31 December. Annual leave entitlement is 27 days + 7
Public Holidays, rising to 31 days + 7 Public Holidays after completion of 5 years’ service; 32
days + 7 after 7 complete years’ service and 33 days + 7 after 10 complete years’ service. In
addition one further day of annual leave is granted for each completed period of 5 years in
excess of 10 years. Part time staff are granted leave on a proportional basis.
In the case of an employee having less than one year’s service by the end of the leave year or
leaving part way through the year, a proportion of holidays will be granted based on completed
months’ service.
As the Board’s offices are closed between Christmas and New Year all staff are required to
reserve 2 days of their annual leave entitlement for the two ‘working’ days after Boxing Day.

Relocation
Permanent Local Government employees who take up a post (on SCP 30 or above) with the
Board from outside Grampian and are thereby required to move home may be entitled to
relocation and resettlement allowances. Full details are available from the Assessor.

Smoking Policy
The Board has adopted a smoking policy in conjunction with the relevant trade unions which
respects the rights of non-smokers to work in a smoke free environment. Smoking is not
permitted during working hours (except during refreshment breaks and subject to the
provisions of the Smoking, Health & Social Care (Scotland) Act 2006).

Grampian Valuation Joint Board and the
Assessor & Electoral Registration Officer
General Information

Introduction
The Grampian Valuation Joint Board covers the local authority areas of Aberdeen City,
Aberdeenshire and Moray Councils. The Board is responsible for the appointment of
the Assessor who is required to prepare and maintain the Valuation Roll and Council
Tax List. The Assessor’s office is organised on a Divisional basis with offices in
Aberdeen, Banff and Elgin.

Location
The Grampian Assessor’s headquarters is at Woodhill House, Westburn Road,
Aberdeen where staff cover the Aberdeen Division (Aberdeen City Council area) and
the Kincardine & Deeside and Gordon Division (Gordon, Formartine, Kincardine &
Mearns and Marr management areas of the Aberdeenshire Council area).
Staff at Mitchell Burnett House, Colleonard Road, Banff cover the Banff & Buchan
Division (Banff & Buchan and Buchan management areas of Aberdeenshire) and staff
at 234 High Street, Elgin cover the Moray Division (Moray Council Area).

The Board
The Grampian Valuation Joint Board was established as part of the 1996 reorganisation
of local government in terms of The Valuation Joint Boards (Scotland) Order 1995 and
is vested with the functions of the three Valuation Authorities (Aberdeen City,
Aberdeenshire and Moray Councils) in the area of the former Grampian Region. With
the agreement of the three councils the Board, through its Electoral Registration Officer,
also has responsibility for the Electoral Registration service.
The Board comprises 15 members who are appointed by the three councils with
Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire Councils each nominating 6 members and Moray
Council 3 members. The present Board was appointed in May 2017 following upon the
May 4 Local Government Elections.

The Assessor & Electoral Registration Officer
The Grampian Assessor is responsible for non-domestic property valuations for rating,
council tax banding valuations for domestic subjects and in his role as Electoral
Registration Officer, the compilation of the Electoral Register. The Assessor & ERO is
assisted in his statutory duties by two Depute Assessors & EROs and a staff of around
80, based at the locations referred to above.
You can find further information about the Board, the Assessor & ERO and their
functions on our website www.grampian-vjb.gov.uk.
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